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18 time in the studio, although Stapp now admits 

that his subsequent relapse into substance abuse 
stalled those efforts.
 Stapp did take part in another band in recent 
years, teaming up with brothers Jon and Vince 
Votta; Ron “Bumblefoot” Thal; and John Moyer 
for Art of Anarchy. By 2018, Stapp faced yet 
another lawsuit to the tune of $1.2 million. His 
Art of Anarchy bandmates claimed he was in 
breach of contract for failing to take part in a slew 
of concerts and photo shoots to promote their 
album. As a result, the group failed to take off. 
 With Creed and Art of Anarchy behind him, 
Stapp seems to have finally found his comfort 
zone with his current solo project. But regardless 
of the outlet, Stapp says his method for writing 
has remained consistent throughout his career, no 
matter who he was writing for.
 “I only know how to write one way. If you 
go back through my catalog, you’ll see that 
I’ve always written from that deep and personal 
space,” he says. “The only difference would be 
the people that I’m writing with. The process is 
still the same.”
 While his writing style may not have 
changed, his life as a father today is a far cry 
from his days as a rock ‘n’ roll superstar. No 
longer living the party life, his focus is now on 
what’s truly important in life — being the best 
father and husband he can possibly be. This 
includes coaching his son’s baseball, basketball 
and football teams.
 In the past, touring kept him from taking part 
in his family’s lives in the way he wanted to. He 
now realizes that nothing is more important than 
this relationship with his family, and he makes 
sure to have all the time he needs to be the father 

he wished that he had growing up. Stapp says it’s 
great to be able to spend time with his son as a 
coach, but he also truly enjoys helping other kids 
learn the fundamentals of teamwork.
 As evidenced in the track Ready To Love, to 
be able to give back means everything to Stapp. 
In the song, he celebrates breaking down the 
barriers which prevented him from developing 
those crucial bonds during those difficult years.
 “Everything in my life that had been an 
obstruction to me having real, authentic relation-
ships was gone,” he says of the song. “So, there’s 
this renewed clarity to experience and feel love 
and also to give it.”
 Stapp is making the most of these new 
opportunities, fortunate to have survived the 
ongoing battle with his demons and still be able 
to continue creating music. A living testament 
of faith, Stapp’s strength looks to inspire others 
struggling with similar issues. 
 He takes one day at a time in this new, healthy 
life — truly grateful for the support and love from 
friends, family and fans throughout his career and 
especially during the Purpose For Pain tour.
 “It feels great, man. It’s even been made more 
special in the fact that the fans have really been 
responding to the new music,” Stapp says, proud 
of the success The Space Between the Shadows 
has had on the radio. “It’s been everything I could 
have hoped for so far.”

Scott Stapp will perform at the Strand Center for 
the Arts in Plattsburgh on Saturday, Sept. 21 at 
8 p.m. Tickets cost $29 to $49 in advance or $34 
to $54 at the door. For more information or to 
purchase tickets, visit strandcenter.org or call 
518-563-1604 ext. 105. 
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