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AT THE HEIGHT of their popular-
ity in the late 1990s, the post-grunge 
rockers known as Creed were one 
of the most well-known bands in 
the world. Selling over 53 million 
albums, front man Scott Stapp was 
living the rock ‘n’ roll dream playing 
sold-out shows night after night as he 
led his band across the globe. 
 However, by 2002, Stapp began 
to see his success slipping away — 
fighting his demons as Creed fell apart 
around him. After becoming sober for 
a time, by 2014, he was fighting for 
his life once again — only this time 
homeless and teetering on the razor-
sharp edge of insanity.
 After years of substance abuse and 
undiagnosed bipolar disorder, Stapp 
had found himself living in an alter-
nate reality full of paranoid delusions 
and mania. During one such episode, 
he had become convinced he was 
under surveillance and subject to mind-
control by government agencies. These 
hallucinations eventually led to a real-
life visit from the Secret Service when 
they learned Stapp thought he was on 
a mission from the CIA to assassinate 
former president Barack Obama. 
 With his son tweeting that his father 
was in the midst of a nine-week binge 
at the time, Stapp was on the verge of 
losing everything he had worked so 
hard to achieve and, most frighteningly, 
his grasp of reality. 
 Unlike many people who struggle 

with mental health and addiction 
issues, Stapp’s descent was widely 
publicized as he had numerous 
brushes with the law and hospital-
izations. In 2014, he posted the now 
infamous Thanksgiving Facebook 
video in which he claimed millions of 
dollars had been stolen from him. 
 Stapp claimed at the time that 
shortly after criticizing Obama on Fox 
News, the IRS froze his bank accounts. 
When he inquired as to why, he was told 
it was a clerical error due to an address 
being incorrect. Still, he was told it 
would take close to a year to have the 
accounts unfrozen, during which time 
Stapp says he spent two weeks living in 
his truck — nearly penniless.
 This time, it would take rock 
bottom for Stapp to finally allow the 
healing powers of faith and love back 
into his life.
 With the help of MusiCares, a charity 
organization established by the National 
Academy of Recording Arts & Sciences, 
Stapp was able to slowly get back on his 
feet again. Created by the same body 
responsible for the Grammy Awards, 
the group is made up of musicians who 
have also struggled with addiction and 
provides a safety net for artists in need.
 Grateful to now be on the other 
side of those experiences, he takes his 
sobriety very seriously, and he’s now 
able to pay forward the same love he 
found from the music community 
during his own time of need.Photo provided
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