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Start The Process Today!
We've Helped Thousands Get the Benefits They Deserve

Applications • Hearings • Appeals

Need Help With Your Social Security Disability Claim?

DAWN TYLER WATSON’S life was 
forever changed when she knocked on 
death’s door just short of two years ago. 
 As she laid there in her hospital bed, 
she had one goal in the forefront of her 
mind: winning the International Blues 
Challenge in Memphis, Tenn. just a few 
short months away.
 Watson’s energy had been waning for 
some time during those previous months. 
Along with the increased fatigue, she 
realized something was wrong with the 
confident and sultry voice she had been 
known for in the Canadian blues world. 
 X-rays and visits to allergists failed to 
shed any clues as to why her throat would be 
causing these problems, leaving her with no 
choice but to embrace her new life as an aging 
musician. A trip to the emergency room a few 
months later revealed the unlikely source of 
her troubles: heart disease.
 Watson never imagined the real culprit 
behind her failing spirit would be her heart 
— now broken in more ways than one 
after her painful divorce the previous year. 
With three months to go before the biggest 
music competition of her career, doctors 
were forced to perform open heart surgery 
to save her life.
 In the following days, she started putting 

the pieces back together, recovering her 
physical and mental strength in droves. She 
admits, “It didn’t even occur to me to drop 
out of the competition.”
 Watson’s quadruple-bypass did little 
to slow her down. On the contrary, she 
seemed more motivated than ever to share 
her light with the world. Her doctors 
explained the recovery would take three 
to six months. “Three months” were the 
only words Watson heard. There was just 
enough time to keep her dream alive.
 With a laser focused on her recovery, 
she soon found her voice returning to its 
former glory. A month later, she had her 
guitar brought to the hospital, and she began 
to make music once more. Meanwhile, the 
local Montreal blues community raised 
funds allowing the band to stay on schedule 
for their trip to Tennessee.
 Watson’s backing band, the Ben 
Racine Band (made up of Kaven Jalbert 
on the tenor sax, Mat “Moose” Mousseau 
on baritone sax, François Dubé on bass, 
Nicky Estor on drums and Charles Trudel 
on keys), was taking time off of work and 
making other sacrifices to keep the flame 
of hope burning brightly on the horizon 
for everyone. 
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