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13DOUG DALLINGER was driving home from work in 

Victoria, B.C. when he heard a new song being introduced 
on the CBC. 
 It was by a new artist from New York who’s originally 
from British Columbia. He was stunned when he heard his 
niece’s name — Josee Allard. As her new single Burning 
Rain played on the radio, he quickly FaceTimed her to 
share the news from nearly 3,000 miles away. 
 “He called me, and I was freaking out; I had tears in my 
eyes,” Allard laughs. “That was an exciting moment.” 
 After Allard had come in second at an American 
Idol-type singing competition in Canada’s Pacific 
Northwest, Dallinger had helped fund her 2004 debut 
album. Now almost 15 years later, he was hearing his 
niece’s voice on the radio for the very first time. 
 Burning Rain, the title track from her 2019 EP, had been 
gaining popularity in her home province where she had lived 
with her aunt and uncle during her teen years. Despite having 
performed at the 2010 Winter Olympics in Vancouver, Allard 
says having family hear her music on the radio was truly the 
most rewarding moment of her long musical career. 
 Allard has been playing music her whole life, releasing 
a total of five albums in both French and English. Growing 
up, her grandfather’s home was full of instruments, and 
he was fluent in all of them. While he was strict about 
which ones she could play, as well as when she could 
play them, she soon found herself learning to play many 
of them. When her family moved to Victoria, she joined 
a performing group at her new school. The group would 
bring popular American songs to life in French. While it 
gave a young artist the chance to tour and play music, she 
yearned to do something more with her musical talents.
 “I was like, ‘these songs are kind of lame,’” Allard says 
with some humor. “They were songs the teacher picked.”
 Never a fan of copying someone else’s work, Allard 
couldn’t wait to write her own music. By age 15, she was 
doing just that — writing and performing her own music in 

bars and clubs all over Victoria 
and Vancouver. As high school 
ended, she met her husband, 
Dave Pearce. Although enrolled 
in college, her newfound love 
and fledgling music career was 
giving her second thoughts.
 “I was [waiting] in line, and I 
threw a coin because I really didn’t 
know which way to go,” she says. 
“I was kind of torn between the 
two. I knew if I went to college 
there would be no future there. It 
was a long-distance thing already. 
I asked the guy in front of me for 
a quarter.” She then asked the 
stranger: heads or tails? “It landed 
on tails, and I didn’t go to college, 
and I moved to the states.”
 That fateful coin toss set 
into motion a dedication to love 
and music from which Allard 
has remained committed all these years. Writing music, 
she says, feeds her soul in a way nothing else can, and 
performing that music is an essential part of who she is. 
 While she had been encouraged recently to participate 
in singing competitions like The Voice, Allard always felt 
that to stay true to herself; she needed to find her own path 
at her own pace. With the new album gaining popularity 
and a second place showing at Plattsburgh’s Battle of the 
Bands, that hard work and dedication is paying off for her.
 Produced by Pascal Dufour, Allard has found a winning 
formula with her album Burning Rain. The EP centers 
around the multi-faceted concept of love, bookended by the 
uplifting tracks Love is All You Need and Harmony. Allard 
doesn’t shy away from more difficult topics, however, as 
tracks like I Remember You looks through the eyes of an old 

friend who after years of substance abuse slowly becomes 
someone else. Through these lyrics, Allard wishes for the 
past and the man she knows he could be.
 At a recent performance, the song brought one woman 
to tears, as the powerful lyrics resonate with a generation 
of Americans ravaged by the opiate crisis. 
 “This woman is crying,” Allard recalls. “She said, 
‘Please let me know when that CD comes out; I need 
that song.’ It touched her. Obviously, she is going 
through something. She knows someone that has this 
serious addiction, and they’re having a hard time. And I 
just wanted to be that little voice that said there’s hope, 
and we love you.”
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