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 “Obviously, having an Allman and a Betts 
and even an Oakley in the same group is a 
really sexy look on paper,” Allman concedes. 
“But if there’s not chemistry, there’s not 
chemistry. We’re at a stage in our lives where 
we’re not gonna phone it in or fake it. So, 
it really had to be legit in our mind and our 
hearts for us to even go forward with it.”
 As the year went on and the tour 
progressed, they knew it was time for the next 
step. Filled with inspiration from one energy-
filled performance after another, Allman and 
Betts soon began writing new music.
 “We loved hanging out. We loved 
jamming together night in, night out,” 
Allman recounts. “We got a few months 
under our belt, [and] it felt good with how 
the shows were going. We decided it was 
time to invest time into trying to write, and 
we would know very quickly, within a few 
days, within a few writing sessions, if there 
was going to be chemistry or not.” 
 And chemistry there was. “It was 
effortless.”
 One of the key components to this 
formula is mutual respect, not just as 
musicians, but for each other as individ-
uals. Allman and Betts found they were 
on the same wavelength when it came to 
the music they wanted to create and how 
they were going to do it.
 “The voices blended together well, and 
we worked good as a team. We respected 
each other’s riffs and lyrics and were want-
ing to go down the same, you know, style 
of road,” Allman says. “By the summer, I 

think we knew where we were headed.”
 Allman and Betts had played together on 
and off over the past 15 years. However, last 
year’s tour was the first time the pair really 
went on the road together. While Allman had 
his project, Betts had his own solo career as 
well as a slot in his father’s band.
 Following Dickey Betts’ split from the 
Allman Brothers in 2001, the elder Betts 
formed his own group, which would even-
tually go on to tour successfully across the 
globe. Just a few years later, Duane was 
brought into the fold, as well. By 2014, 
however, the 70-year-old Dickey had 
announced he was ready for retirement. He 
changed course last year, returning for a 
show in Macon, Ga. and setting a number 
of tour dates throughout the rest of 2018. 
 In August, however, Dickey suffered 
from a stroke, leading him to eventually 
cancel the remainder of his shows. The final 
performance of the Dickey Betts Band at the 
Peach Music Festival in Scranton, Pa. was 
an iconic moment for father and son.
 “It’s a really special thing to be able to 
play music with your family and especially 
to be up on stage with my dad. Back when I 
was in his band, I really knew it was a special 
thing. And I knew that I would value those 
experiences for the rest of my life. But then 
after he retired, and we weren’t sure if he was 
going to play again, he came out of retire-
ment and did those shows last summer; it 
really took on a whole new meaning,” Betts 
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After sitting down to write their new album, it became clear there was a special chemistry 
between Allman (left) and Betts (right). Photo by Kaelan Barowsky


